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Chairman’s introduction
Welcome to the 3rd West Bridgford Colts newsletter.
It’s been another successful and busy season for the Club
both on and off the field.
The Club has continued to grow in size, with a record number of mini colts
players and more teams in the senior section than at any anytime in our history. As you will be aware this has brought challenges for the Club in finding
enough pitches and training facilities – we are working hard to provide more
facilities and have had some recent success in doing this.
As the Club continues to increase the quantity and quality of what it does we
always need more volunteers to help on and off the field. In our recent survey
we asked for help and this has generated some volunteers who we will be contacting over the summer break – there is always more to do so please offer to
help us where you can. (info@westbridgfordcolts.com).
We are continuing to invest in our infrastructure and are pleased to confirm
that following the issues raised at the AGM about Regatta Way parking we
have received a grant from the Council. We will start work on upgrading the
overflow car park over the summer. We are also applying for further grants to
upgrade the spectator areas and pitches at Regatta Way

The recent survey showed that there is good support amongst parents for what the Club is doing and you
also gave us some good pointers of where we could improve. The results of the survey showed that the following % of members agreed or strongly agreed with the following statements:
I feel my team is part of the wider club rather than operating as a franchise team under the
West Bridgford Colts name

48%

I am happy with the way my team or my child's team is run

87%

West Bridgford Colts has a strong identity in the local community

82%

West Bridgford Colts is good value for money

80%

West Bridgford Colts keeps me well informed

74%

West Bridgford Colts should run club-wide social events for its members

44%

As always, thanks for all your support and hope you enjoy the summer.

Shortlisted for Club of the Year
West Bridgford Colts were shortlisted for Club of the Year at the Nottinghamshire Sports Awards in February.
Although we didn’t win, it was an honour to be shortlisted as the Sports Awards aims to recognise the best of
Nottinghamshire sport, from elite athletes to local clubs and community volunteers.

News from the Committee
Welfare and Safeguarding
There are now written Medical Emergency Action Plans displayed at the following venues:
Regatta Way / Gresham / West Park / Central College, Clifton / Rushcliffe School

The FA expects all Clubs to advise their opposition of these action plans when
making your match day arrangements. To assist you with this I have created a
template to use for each of the above home venues. This template has been approved by Committee and one for each site can be downloaded from the website:
https://westbridgfordfc.com/where-we-play/

It is the Club’s preferred method of communicating to opposition by email and it is important this information is provided in advance of the match.
In our recently online survey there were some specific questions about safeguarding and welfare.
If you had a concern about the welfare of a child at West Bridgford Colts are you aware of what to do next?
77% replied yes, 21% said NO, 2% gave a brief overview.
If you have a concern in relation to a child’s welfare, please pass this on without delay. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. No action is not an option. There is a lot of information in the welfare section of our
website: https://westbridgfordfc.com/welfare/
Are you aware and have an understanding of the West Bridgford Colts FA Respect Codes of Conduct?

90% replied yes, 8% said NO, 2% gave a brief overview.
The Codes of Conduct are important in relation to expectations of behaviour of Players, Officials, Coaches
and Spectators. It is important that everyone is aware of these. As a Club, we are proactive in supporting the
FA and good practice. The Codes are available on our website: https://westbridgfordfc.com/fa/
Contact details of all Club officials are on our website: https://westbridgfordfc.com/whos-who-at-wb-colts/

FA Young Referee Mentoring Scheme
This has mainly been a positive experience and has been an opportunity to work with the FA and YEL representatives, forging closer links. The pilot scheme should be rolling out further afield next season and I see it
as a positive step towards supporting young referees and giving them confidence.
All teams are expected to support the Club with helping young referees and there is a checklist on our website: https://westbridgfordcolts.files.wordpress.com/2016/03/support-for-young-referees.pdf

What’s New
The FA is introducing Safeguarding on-line training for Committee members, which is compulsory for the Chairman, Club Secretary, Treasurer and Welfare Officer. However for good
practice the Club will be ensuring all Committee members complete the training. This is another positive step towards raising awareness of how we can keep children safe.

News from the Committee
Welfare and Safeguarding
CRC Checks
Debbie Henthorn will be taking over verifications from Nick Gordon-Brown.
Her email address is: debbie.henthorn@gmail.com

Welfare Officers
Hopefully we will soon have a few more Welfare Officers in place to support teams and ensure the Club is
following current FA guidance in relation to Safeguarding and good practice. Whilst I will file reports to the
Leagues/FA and attend committee meetings, as a welfare team we will be available to promote Respect and
good practice, supporting coaches, players and families.

Respect Competition
Since working with the local FA at West Park I have also followed their lead with handing out Respect
leaflets. They are okay but I would LOVE to have our own Respect leaflets/posters designed by our very own
players.
There will be a winner for each age group who will have their designs printed as an A5 leaflet. There will be
an overall winner who will have their design made into a poster to display at our home grounds and for publicity purposes.
The leaflets/posters should:

I’ve seen a few around with this message:

•

Be in any format: drawings, paintings

Referee is in charge

or graphically designed

Encourage team-mates

Have either a Colts logo or club name on it
(download a copy from our website:

Shout, but don’t criticise

•

https://westbridgfordfc.com/)
•

Show a way to promote Respect.

•

Think about how your pictures/text will look as
an A5 leaflet or a larger sized poster

Play fairly
Enjoy the game
Captain only speaks to the referee
Try whatever the score

Entries should be emailed to me, Dawn Wharrad
at welfare@westbridgfordcolts.com by Friday 30th June
with your name, year group and team name.

News from the Committee
Tom Maccabee Memorial Football
We are really happy to let you know that we have reached the
target for the current project of the Club charity fund, The
Tom Maccabee Memorial Football Fund.
As advised in the last newsletter, we were raising funds to
provide a football ground to the children of a local community
and a children’s home at the Olgapuri children's village near
Kathmandu. The children's village is a project of Nepal Youth
Foundation and we are pleased to tell you that by the time
you read this, work will have started to turn the current patch
of rough ground (pictured) into a proper football pitch for the
use of about 150 children.
Tom’s family and trustees of the fund would like to thank all those who have helped to make this possible.
The family travelled to Kathmandu in early April and took some football kit to the children. They plan to take
lots of photos of this legacy to Tom, but also to recognise Colts reaching out to another community through
the universal game of football. We will keep you updated with progress.

On behalf of Tom - THANK YOU!

News from the Club—season 16/17
U9s
The U9s welcomed a new team to the year group in January,
Phantoms are a fledgling team playing on a Sunday and take
the number of teams to nine.
Two of the U9s signed for the Notts County Academy last year.
Jacob Hughes - Bullets GK and Mylo Baker - Raptors & Bullets.

U10s
The U10s had 7 Saturday teams (Hornets representing us in Division 1, Red Wings, Ravens, Black Caps, Hawks,
Herons & Condors) and 2 Sunday teams (Falcons and Brants).
Noteworthy achievements for year 2016/17, Brants won their winter league and finished runners up in their
spring league. Falcons were runners up in their winter league. Black Caps were runners up in their spring
league.
Special mention to Kev Ribbens, Ben Hardman and the Condors players and parents who have agreed to
merge their team into the other West Bridgford teams next season. Every Condors player who wanted to continue playing next season has been placed within one of the other teams enabling all teams to increase their
squad sizes to meet the demands of 9 a side. Condors ended their three year run at the Notts County football
festival and the boys all signed each other’s boots.

News from the Club
U11s
U11s moved to playing 9-a-side last September and merged from nine teams to eight to facilitate this change.
With the exception of Avengers, the U11s teams have all been together since Mini Colts. They play in a variety
of divisions within the Young Elizabethan League. Titans are currently in Division 1 and have recently had
some really positive results having found themselves pitted against some really excellent teams. Falcons were
runners up in Division 7 Winter League and went up to Division 6.

U13s
Corinthians after having been cruelly demoted in December finished joint top of Division 6 and had a play off
match against Loughborough Emmanuel to decide the eventual winners.
Cosmos highlight was probably winning promotion to division 1 in December and battling hard to stay (one
more point should do it) in division 1 for the under 14 season.
Santos took time to get used to 11-a-side in a competitive division 1 having combined 2 teams to form WB
Santos. They dropped into Division 2 and found their standard.
Warriors’ highlight is that their single and double registered players have gelled well with the team over the
season and the boys played really well in the higher division 2.

U14s
There are five U14 teams, all of which have been together since the age of
five when they started mini Colts. Pirates Black, Hurricanes, Pirates Red, Tornados and Outlaws.
Pirates Black have had a successful season finishing runners up in both division 1 and the U14 cup competition.

Next season is all change as they move into the Notts Youth League and Pirates Red and Outlaws will combine to make a new team, Red Buccaneers.

U15s Girls Vixens
On Sunday 2 April 2017, U15s Vixens Girls travelled to Bingham Town for a
crunch fixture that would determine the destiny of the Notts Girls & Ladies
League, Winter Division 2 title.
Trailing 2-1 with only a minute left of the 80 and indeed the whole season,
Georgia Brown swivelled in the box and drilled in an equaliser that resulted
in the team finishing as joint league winners. The result also ensured the
girls remained undefeated during the Winter League. This is made all the
more remarkable as ‘The Vixens’ have the smallest squad in the two divisions and played most of the season with just twelve registered players.

News from the Club
U16s
U16s Lions welcomed two new players to the squad this year in Adam Wallace (who has kept a clean sheet in
seven games this season and has entertained in his stints outfield) and Usama Salamat as a roving wing
back. Both have slotted in perfectly. A good cup run that saw the Lions first beat Breaston 5-0 (one division
above) then rack up 0-3 against Radcliffe (an astonishing two full divisions above). Alas the aspirations of silverware were swept aside when they were drawn against fellow U16s Knights.
The U16s Predators have had a great season going unbeaten in the League (winning fifteen and drawing one)
to clinch the Division 1 title by six points and complete a League and Cup Double.
The U16s Knights beat Edwalton Cavaliers both home and away plus beat and drew with Radcliffe Olympic.

Men's team
The men’s first team was formed in 2011 to provide children the opportunity to keep playing football beyond
the age of 18. During the first five years the team won three promotions as it progressed through the Notts
Senior League structure into East Midlands Counties League.
Having just completed its sixth season and won the East Midlands Counties league title, the team will be promoted once again. To enter a league at step 6 and win it at the first attempt, is unprecedented in the EMCL
history.
Both Managers played in the club as children, (Chris Marks is one of the Managers and his father actually
helped form the club 27 years ago) as did seven of the players. The team regularly get around 50 paying
spectators each week. On 1st April, they had some help with some of the club’s U9s players and parents supporting the team and being team mascots. They had a crowd of 90 to watch this game against Arnold Town
which they won 3-1.
The club would like to thank the two managers, Chris Marks and Stuart Robinson, all the players and all the
back room staff that have made this remarkable achievement possible.
The club has applied to be promoted to the Midlands Football league. With additional ground improvement
plans in place, the ground and facilities have been approved for promotion by the FA.

News from the Club
Mini Colts
It’s been a record breaking year for Mini Colts. At the end of last season, after a run of successful taster sessions for the girls section, mini colts numbers hit 300 for the first time. They thought they’d finally reached a
peak – but by October this season, they’d already passed the 300 mark, and as the season ends they have 335
registered players…and with this summer’s girls taster sessions still to come, they could easily hit 350.
At the recent Forest Festival at the City Ground, WB Mini Colts players were everywhere, with some 150 WBC
u7 & u8 players taking part…the u6s are getting very excited about their soon to come first taste of matches
against other clubs at the Cotgrave summer tournament…Colts have already topped 50 players in the u5s section with large training groups on both Saturdays and Sundays…and are delighted to report that for the first
time in several years, not one but two new girls teams have emerged from the mini girls group this season
and are already successfully playing matches …whilst the success of the taster sessions is further borne out by
impressive numbers in the younger girls training group.
Mini Colts co-ordinator Nick Gordon Brown said: “It’s been a fantastic season both on & off the pitch. It’s not
just about the number of children coming along – it’s about what happens when they get there to ensure
they have a great experience and want to keep coming. We’ve been fortunate enough to have a reliable &
often inspirational team on board. The Score coaches are loved by the kids but also play a crucial role in encouraging volunteer parents to step forward, then sharing their experience with them. This season we’ve also
benefitted hugely from the knowledge and innovation provided by Alex Trukan, an FA Coach mentor who has
had a great impact on the group. We have also had great support from two key sponsors – the Herbert Kilpin,
who have supported the u7 and 8 coaches; and Stormclad, who have supported the girls section. Record
numbers of kids means we need record numbers of volunteers – and this season has seen close to 100 parents stepping up to help with both coach and admin duties, showing the future of the club is in safe hands.”
Mini Colts – enjoyment, development, respect.

Colts Presentation Weekend: 10th/11th June
A reminder for everyone's diary that the annual WBCFC Club Presentation, and end of season tournament, is
scheduled to take place over the weekend of 10/11th June at the Gresham sports ground, Wilford lane.

This has become the major annual Club event where teams, within their age group, take part in their own
mini tournament before being presented with their playing trophies.
Your team will be required for around 2 1/2 hours over the weekend and it is a chance to support your team
in a friendly tournament atmosphere before recognising the achievements of your players with their individual end of season trophy awards afterwards.

After your tournament has finished and your players have been awarded their trophies, we have organised a
professional photographer to take individual photos (as per last year) that will (optionally) be available for
sale later.
Refreshments will be available during the weekend including a BBQ.

Facebook and Twitter—join us
Colts have a number of social media sites. West Bridgford FC have active
Facebook and Twitter pages and they are updated regularly with match
information for the team.
There is also a West Bridgford Colts Facebook group. This is a closed group for all West Bridgford Colts parents, coaches, volunteers and players over the age of 18. It is a place for teams to promote good practice,
celebrate fair play and for welfare support. There are currently 145 members and it we would love for you to
join.
We also have our website: https://westbridgfordfc.com/ which contains lots of information about the teams,
where we play, policies and good practice together with important welfare information. We also have a
coach’s page in development which we hope to launch next season. There was also some good suggestions in
the survey for things you would like to see on the website so we will be developing these as well.

Sponsors and Member Offers
Mad Dog Sports
Our kit supplier is Mad Dog Sports on Exchange Road, West Bridgford. They have
been busy supplying over 700 home shirts to Colts players over the last season. Not
to mention coats, beanie hats, water bottles, windcheaters and raincoats.
Mad Dog Sports would like to offer all Colts players a 25% discount on all football
boots. Why not pay a visit to their shop and grab yourself a bargain?

Studio Chocolate
Due to the success of Studio Chocolate on Thurland Street in the City Centre,
they opened their first shop in Cobden Chambers on Saturday 8 th April.
Studio Chocolate sponsored our U18s Foxes team. You can follow on Facebook
and Instagram to find out more about what’s on offer, together with the variety
of chocolate-making parties!!

Family Fun Day – 11th June
Nottingham Racecourse (horse racing) are having a Family Fun Day on the afternoon of Sunday 11th June
and Colts members can buy tickets at third of the gate price - £5 each per adult. Admission price on the day
will be £15 for adults and children under 18 will be free.
There will be entertainment for the kids on the day including a funhouse, inflatables, pony rides, face
painting and a special guest appearance (from a children's character) to be announced soon!
We appreciate this is the same weekend as the Colts presentation, however most of the younger age groups
will have played their matches by the time the Family Fun Day starts.
The full advert for this fun day can be found over the page.

Finally, we’d love to hear from you!
We’d like to know what you think of our newsletter and you can email us at info@westbridgfordcolts.com
If you have any stories you’d like us to feature then please send us the information, together with pictures
and we will consider it for a future issue.

