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Chairman’s introduction
As Chairman of
West Bridgford
Colts I’d like to
welcome you to
the Club’s first
newsletter. As a
Club we are trying to improve our communication
with parents and coaches. This
newsletter, along with plans to develop our website and more exposure in local media, is part of this
improvement.
The Club has continued to grow this
year and is stronger than ever. We
now have over 1,100 playing members and 72 teams (including the

newly formed Ladies team). Recently
we were recognised for our success by
the awarding of the prestigious Community Status by the FA.
I hope you find it interesting to read
about the developments in the Club
over recent months and look forward
to feedback on the newsletter and how
the Club could be improved.
The success of the Club is down to all
our volunteer managers, coaches,
helpers and Committee and I would
like to take this opportunity on behalf
of the Club to thank you all for your
effort and commitment.
Peter Stansbury, Club Chairman

Tom Maccabee Memorial Match
In memory of former Colts player
Tom Maccabee, who was tragically
killed in a car crash, a memorial
match, which took place on the first
anniversary of Tom’s death, was
well attended by Tom’s friends and
family.
The new stand at Regatta Way was
officially named the Tom Maccabee
stand and the event raised £2,000.
In conjunction with Colts, Tom’s

family have set up a legacy fund in
Tom’s name to support projects
around the world that give young people the opportunity to play football
who would otherwise not. You can
contribute to this fund at
https://crowdfunding.justgiving.com/
tomsfootballfund/
In addition, t-shirts and bags were sold
at the memorial match and can now be
purchased online.

News from the Committee
Sponsorship
A sub-Committee is looking at sponsorship opportunities for the Club, including youth teams, the
men’s team, pitch perimeter banners, match day
sponsorship, and advertising on the new stand.
A leaflet is being produced which will be used to
attract potential sponsorship from local companies.
Team managers are encouraged to obtain sponsorship for own their team’s kit and the subCommittee will explore wider sponsorship opportunities. Guidance will be sent to managers
shortly.

Finding a sponsor for your youth team can prove
beneficial for both the company and your team,
to provide essential funds for kit and if possible,
additional equipment or professional coaching
opportunities. One good example is Interactive
Driving Systems who have sponsored the under
16s Dragons team for a number of years. This
also provides an opportunity to promote road
safety, especially with large sporting events such
as the European Championships and the Olympics taking place this summer.

Christmas Raffle

Team Kit
As there are lots of kit manufacturers and suppliers used across all the year groups, a subcommittee is reviewing the purchase of playing,
training and coaching kit.
This will introduce consistent branding and use of
logos across the Club. It will also allow significant
savings to be made on the purchase of kit, and
possibly equipment in the future.

A big thankyou to all the players and managers
who sold raffle tickets on behalf of the Club before Christmas.
Congratulations to all those who were lucky
enough to win a prize.
The total amount raised was just under £2,000.
Your contributions enable us to support 72 Colts
football teams, as well as several hundred Mini
Colts players.

Welfare and Safeguarding
Dawn Wharrad has joined
the Committee as Welfare Officer for the Club
and she will be promoting
the FA’s Respect programme and all aspects
of safeguarding.
Dawn's background is in childcare, as a director of
a nursery and out of school club in
West Bridgford, for the past 27 years.

Dawn is very keen to meet
coaches, managers, children and families over the
next few months, working
together to create a safe
and fun environment in
community football.
If you wish to make contact with Dawn to discuss
any ideas or concerns her email is:
welfare@westbridgfordcolts.com

News from the Club
Under 15 Predators tour to Holland
We might be well into the current season,
but the Under 15 Predators team started
early. They went on a pre-season tour of
Holland.
Chris Norris, Manager and Nathan Corden,
Assistant Manager took the team to Holland over the August Bank Holiday.
The team had worked hard to raise funds
the previous season. They stayed in Zandvoor and played three friendly matches
against local Dutch teams who were a year
older, and the Predators won all three
matches.

The Future of English Football
Courtesy of Continental, 24 u11
girls, a couple of u9 boys and lucky
parents were treated to the use of
a training pitch and tour at the FA’s
St. George’s Park Football Centre.
This £105m facility is the home for
England’s 24 national teams and
provides world-class facilities for all
England teams ahead of international fixtures.

The highlight for many was the
wall of fame; a collection of signatures of the great players from
around the world that have used
the facility over the past few years.
For others it was the 3G full size
indoor pitch or even the underwater treadmill. It was a great day out
for all involved.

Climbing Mount Snowdon
On Monday 26th October, 14 players
and siblings from Colts Firebolts Red
Under 11s climbed Snowdon to raise
money for CLIC Sargent children’s cancer charity, in memory of a school
friend who sadly died in the Summer.
The team set off early from the Youth
Hostel choosing the “Pyg Track”,
which was a 3 mile hike, ascending
740m.
Their CLIC Sargent T-shirts drew many
admiring glances (and a few dona-

tions) on the way – and the team
managed to reach the peak by
lunchtime.
The descent was down the “Miners’
Trail” which gave time for stone skimming into Glaslyn (Welsh: Blue Lake).
All of the kids were a credit to themselves and the Club in terms of their
behaviour, the support they gave each
other and the way that they worked
hard.
They raised an amazing £1933.76.
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West Bridgford FC men’s team
West Bridgford FC are currently at the top of the
NSL senior division. The Club has invested heavily
in improving the ground facilities as the team
strive towards promotion to the East Midland
Counties League. Helped by a grant from the FA,
the Club has installed a new 100 seater stand, a
concrete path around the pitch and has fenced
the pitch off from the rest of the ground.

The Club has also invested heavily in the pitches
themselves to ensure all our players, play on the
best possible pitches. The team, as it looks forward to next season, is looking for sponsorship to
help run the team for the next season and beyond. If you or your company are interesting in
sponsoring the men’s team, then please contact
us at: info@westbridgfordcolts.com

Coaching opportunities

Young Forest stars of the future

Are you interested in becoming a coach for West Bridgford
Colts? Take a look at the
coaching pathway on the FA
website which explains the
training and qualifications
available.

Nottingham Forest F.C. is looking for family homes
that could accommodate Young Players from their
Club who need to live away from
home to undertake training at their
Club.
A weekly allowance of £115 will be
paid to each host family.

If you think you have got what it takes to run your
own football team, we can inform you of any op- For more information, please see
portunities that are available. Contact us at
the Colts website.
info@westbridgfordcolts.com

Under 16s Foxes

Radcliffe Chiropractic Clinic

Refreshments

Edward McLaren, captain of the Under 16s
Foxes has been selected
to play for Nottinghamshire Schools’ FA Under
16s. Edward has been
playing for the Foxes
team from the start.

Former West Bridgford Colts player, Clare Biddle, is a sports massage therapist at Radcliffe
Chiropractic Clinic. Clare is offering 10% off half
hour treatments and £5 off hour long treatments for all Colts players on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday mornings. To make an appointment with Clare, contact 0115 933 4544
and mention the Colts discount.

Refreshments

are

now available at Regatta Way and West
Park venues on Saturday and Sunday
mornings.

